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SIR—Ar the meeting of the 5 :
: Rhove=Xslany bistorical Sotiety,
held -7 ~ e A/ 1854 you were unanimously elected ar 7 5. o5 vt s member ; and it affords

/ - - . - -
me much pleasure to be made the Society’s organ of communication in relation thereto,
The name is sufficiently indicative of the design of the Society. An account of its rise, progress, &c.,

will be found prefixed to the first volume of its Collections ; a copy of which, together with your Diploma of

membership, will be forwarded you in such manner as you may direct.

In the upper left hand corner of the Diploma, will be seen, the StaTe’s CoaT or Arms; in the correspond-
ing right hand corner, two medallions; the one intended for Rocrr WiLriams, and the other for WiLriam
CoppineTon; who are considered as the settlers of the State. The main design is emblematical of the Pasr,
the PreseNT, and the Furure. To the right, the Past is represented by an Indian, in his light canoe, paddling
down the Narragansett Bay; Mount Hope, once the favorite residence of Metacomet, SQM the Wampa-
noags, being seen in the distance. On the left, the Present is delineated, by a view of tf®¥Pawtucket River
and Falls, having a Cotton Factory on either side. As this is emphatically a manufacturing State, as the vil-
lage of Pawtucket consists chiefly of Cotton Establishments—which indeed adorn the banks of the river almost
to its very source—and moreover as the first Factory ever erected in the Country stands immediately above these
Falls, the scene selected is highly appropriate, although perhaps as destitute of beauty, as, without this explana-
tion, it would be deemed deficient in classic taste. In the centre is a mirror, from before which Hope has
withdrawn a curtain, and a representation of the future is exhibited therein.

The device contained on the SEAL, is the following; viz: Around the outer margin is a circular raised band,
with the words and figures, * Rhode-Island Historical Society, 1822 ;” being the date of its foundation ; within
the band is a triangle, composed of three raised lines, with the words “Mooshasuck, 1636, on the line forming
the base thereof, ‘“Aquidneck, 1633, on the line forming the right side, and “Shawomet, 1642,” on the line
forming the left side of said triangle; (these are the Indian names of the first three settlements made within
the State; viz: at Providence, on the Island of Rhode-Island, and at Warwick ;) within the centre of the trian-
gle, is a foul anchor—the Arms of the State.

Every thing relating to the early history of this Country, and more especially of our own State, is highly
desirable. There are numerous manuscripts, books, pamphlets, and loose sheets of this description, which would
be of much value to us, but are unattainable here ; yet such are in the possession of many individuals to whom
they can be comparatively of but little value, and may often be met with at the bookstalls, antiquarian sales, &ec.
in London and other parts of Great Britain, as well as upon the Continent, and more rarely in the United States,
which are sold for a trifle, and not unfrequently used up as waste paper; no one noticing them who deems them
of sufficient importance to merit preservation.

Should any such come under your observation, or to your knowledge, you would confer a favor on us
by purchasing them for the Society; and the expenses attendant thereupon, shall be promptly paid.

I am, Sir, with sentiments of respect,
Yours, &ec.

SECRETARY.
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